The Grant Ceremony 2013. Rehovot Soroptimist Club Israel
As we have done for many years, we gave out grants this year to four worthy recipients. It is
always a joyous and moving occasion and this year proved no different.
The first was given to Ilsayo Ayala Maharat, an Ethiopian who came to Israel in 1984,aged 11.
She did two years national service helping in schools in Jerusalem and also helped members of
her community to adjust. She is studying Hebrew Literature and intends to teach children in the
third to fifth grades.

Noami Leitner, a longtime member of our club who now lives in Jerusalem but comes down to
Rehovot for meetings, and Neta, club member, Aliya Kedem’s newly married granddaughter,
presented the grant to her. ( Members of the club and Aliya contributed money in honour of
Neta’s recent marriage.) Part of the grant came from Arlene Granat of the USA, who generously
supports us every year. We wish her a speedy recovery after recent surgery.
Pnina Elazar was also born in Ethiopia in 1975 and arrived here as part of a large family. She is
married with three children.
She studied caring for infants and took part in a course for over 30s. She is now studying to be a
dental hygienist, having helped as a dental assistant for 13 years in the Health Services. She has
also worked in kindergartens and baby clinics, propagating proper dental hygiene both there
and in her community.

Ruth Cohen whose late mother, a longtime member of our club, founded the grant program
and whose family gives a grant annually, presented the check to Pnina. We also gave
condolences to Ruti whose brother died not long ago.
Rivka Rigler, 27 comes from a ultra religious background and is studying business
administration. She is recently married. I was given the honour of presenting her check to her
as I sell hand painted greeting cards all year long as a way to raise money for the grants. All our
members contribute from their own pocket at birthdays, weddings and family celebrations
instead of giving or receiving gifts.

An extra grant was given to Alameto Baruch who was our translator for many years at the
Ethiopian Club we ran for new immigrants. The municipality has now taken over responsibility
for the club which is highly successful. She is attending courses at Tel Aviv University while
continuing with her work in the Ethiopian community.

Alameto Baruch was, for a time, a member of our group and we hope she will return to it when she has
time.

Rivka Rigler thanked us in the name of the recipients and we then partook of refreshments. We
never get bored of hearing those young women’s stories and we are proud to help them gain
an education…a woman in every profession and a profession for every woman. Long may it last.
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